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The AUsTrAliAn FireFighTer 

dispatch
In BrIef

national Campaign
The UFUA is conducting 
a national campaign for 
legislation that recognises 
diseases or conditions linked to 
firefighting as an occupation. 
UFUA national secretary Peter 
Marshall says “governments 
must acknowledge all health 
threats faced by firefighters.” 
delegates to the 2007 
nCoM decided to conduct 
a presumptive legislation 
campaign at state, territory and 
national level.

Vale Trevor Watson
MFB firefighter and asbestos 
diseases campaigner Trevor 
watson has passed away. while 
battling mesothelioma (lung 
cancer caused by asbestos 
exposure), Trevor successfully 
lobbied the Federal government 
to get the chemotherapy drug 
Alimta on the PBs schedule for 
‘meso’ sufferers. he will be sadly 
missed by all firefighters. 

ACT work cancer probe
The UFUA’s presumptive laws campaign is off to a flying start 
with the ACT government agreeing to a firefighter cancer study

 TThe UFUA has convinced the ACT 
Government to investigate cancer-
related deaths among firefighters. The 

Australian Capital Territory is setting up a 
working party that includes the UFUA, Fire 
Brigade, WorkCover and the Territory’s Chief 
Medical Officer. “We’re recruiting scientists 
and other resources to help us analyse the 
data,” says UFUA ACT Branch Secretary, Eric 
Williams. “The Working Party will report 
back to the Emergency Services Minister - a 
first step towards a legislated solution that 

deals more effectively with exposure to 
carcinogens in the workplace. That’s what we 
call presumptive legislation.”
With the cancer related deaths of at least six 
Territory firefighters in recent years, Eric 
Williams says the Union’s campaign for 
presumptive legislation - that acknowledges 
links between cancer related diseases in 
firefighters and their work - is important. 
“We’ve got members dying because of their 
exposure at work; I can’t think of a more 
important industrial issue than that.”
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The International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) has classified firefighting as 
‘possibly carcinogenic to humans’. UFUA 
National Secretary Peter Marshall says an IARC 
study has found that:
n  Firefighters are exposed to many toxic 

combustion products, including known, 
probable or possible carcinogens

n  Exposure is intermittent, but can be 
intense and high for respirable matter

n  Several studies note an increased rate 

in various cancers among firefighters 
compared to the wider population

n  The relative risk of testicular, prostate 
and non-Hodgkin lymphoma cancers was 
consistently increased and at a ‘significant’ 
level for firefighters, and

n Consistent patterns are difficult to determine 
due to large variations in exposures.

The IARC’s Group 2B classification of 
firefighting followed a review by 24 scientists 
from 10 countries.


